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When many people think of tourism, it brings to mind thoughts of fun at an amusement park; taking in the sites, museums, concerts; renting cabins for family vacation and many other fond memories.  That is part of tourism – building memories, offering adventures and exploration, getaways to relax or get back to nature, or to fill the hearts desire of the visitors craving a different experience from home.

What people don’t think about, or may not even know about, is how tourism is generating jobs and income for their family, friends and neighbors; helping support area businesses and non-profits; or how it offset the amount of taxes each household has to pay each year.

Yes – tourism helps remove a portion of every household’s tax burdens in Athens-Limestone Alabama every year!  Athens-Limestone Tourism and other groups works hard to bring tourist to Athens-Limestone for events, festivals, shopping, dining, trail use, fishing, car shows, reunions, weddings, training and educational opportunities and many more activities. These same groups encourage tourist to shop, dine, stay the night – not only supporting local businesses but by incidentally becoming temporary tax payers in the process.  

How do tourist incidentally become temporary tax payers?   When tourist come to our community and stay at our hotels, motels and RV parks; eat at our eateries and restaurants; shop our boutiques or niche stores, big box stores, antique stores, farmers markets, or even the vendors at events; fill up their tanks at our gas stations; book their dream wedding at our venues and use our caterers, florist, and rental businesses; or utilize services like salons, dry cleaners, pottery and art classes they’re paying sales tax to the city, county and state while here – then they’re gone and so is their contribution to our tax coffers.

The State of Alabama Department of Tourism 2019 Economic Impact Report reflected that the travel and tourism industry of Athens-Limestone Alabama provides for 1,711 direct and indirect jobs, generating $145,077,678 in travel related expenditures in the county, producing $722,738 in annual state lodging tax, $43,858,282 in travel related earnings in the county and offsetting each Alabamian household’s tax burden by $537.00 each to keep service levels where they are now.

